Clear Tail Lights-----------------------------------------------------

SUPPLIES NEEDED:
>Screw Driver
>Putty Knife
>Sand Paper
>Gray Primer
>Chrome Spray Paint
>Testors "Metalizer Finisher" clearcoat
>Clear Silicone RVT
>Two (2) LARGE clear bike reflectors
>A half sheet of plastic overhead light fixture lenses. (pick your favorite texture, this is up to you.)
>Replacement COLORED light bulbs, RED for the tail/break lights, and AMBER for the turn signal flasher lights.
>A Dremel (of any sort)
>A Soldering Gun (With a vertical cutting tip)
>A serrated knife (steak knife or something)

1) To disassemble your rear tail lights, un bolt them from the car, lay them out on a table. Tools you will need to seperate the outer lenses:

>Flat-head screw driver
>Putty Knife
>Patience

2) Usually these tail lights are so old that the glue has deteriorated and removing the lenses are easy. If this is not the case, gently, OH so gently, begin prying the outer lense loose. Once you get a little bit going, Extremely carefully slide either the shaft of the screwdriver, or perhaps the putty knife between the outer lense and the light fixture. Pulling on both parts, and constantly applying pressure onto the knife/screwdriver, seperate the lense completely from the fixture.

3) The first thing to do now is to pry out the stock colored inner lenses. Save these for later, you will need them for a template. Remove all of the bulbs, clean the surfaces thouroughly. I used isopropyl rubbing alcohol to remove the old dirt and grime. After thoroughly clean, a light sanding may be necessary. It was not in my case. Now tape off the reflector lenses using masking tape. Make sure you have no chrome bulb reflector showing, you may also wish to mask off the outer most edge of the fixture.

4) Use a primer to prep the surfaces for the final paint finish. I used a generic model paint primer (gray color) from the local hobby shop. Ask them for the best primer. I put a good 2 coats of primer, ensuring that all surfaces were thouroughly covered. You want a good base for the silver paint to stick on.
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5) After allowing your primed fixtures ample time to dry, paint the fixtures with chrome spray. Avoid drips, however it isnt too big of a deal (it will be covered later on anyways.) This underpaint is to get the really shiney white look in the end. Put on a good three to five coats of paint, until you have a great shine.
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6) Let the chrome paint dry for at least a day. It is essential NOT TO RUSH this project. This project, from initial concept to final product took me over a month, however I could more than likely finish it in a week now that I have it figured out. My point, DONT HURRY, the product will look very unprofessional.

Use your Testors Metalizer finish to put a seal over your chrome paint. I put at least 3 coast of sealer on mine, as I want there to be no chance of this paint cracking off.

7) Now comes the construction of the lenses. Take the stock colored lenses, and cut out a piece of paper to fit it as close as possible for a template. The new lenses will need to be smaller than this, but we can trim that down later. Mark down which fixture the lenses are for, because each fixture is different!!! Also don't reverse the template. You want the perforated side of the new lenses to face inwards, you want the flat side to face outwards (just like stock).

8) Tape the templates onto the flat side of the overhead light fixture lense sheet. Don't forget which side was up in the first place, this is going to be a vital step! If you get it confused, you will have to cut an entirely new piece of plastic!

After taping the templates on, and double checking that they are on the right way, use the solder gun with the vertical cutting tip to cut out around the stock lenses. DONT FORGET TO MAKE TABS so that the lenses will snap into the stock fixture.

Here you can see me cutting out the rounded piece. Notice the shape of the template. I advise you create yours similarly. This is the only template that can be reversed for the other side, a time saving step.
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Repeat this step for all of the templates made. The clear reverse lenses do not need to be made custom, as I left mine as they came stock. You may wish to do this, or to create your own. This is up to you.

9) After cutting out the lense pieces, do not remove the templates. Break off the bubbled up plastic with the putty knife for the smooth side, and the serrated steak knife for the bumpy side. Careful not to tear the template.

Take out your nifty dremel and grind down imperfections in the edges of the lense pieces. This is the step where you define the tabs, and custom fit the new lense to the stock fixture.
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After this step is complete, you can remove your templates.

Test your lenses by gently pressing them into your fixtures. If they do not fit propperly, use the dremel to shape them until you have a very snug fit; you don't want these lenses popping out on you. NOTE: You may want to do this step before step 4, so that you dont scratch up your nice shiney chrome paint.

10) Time to mold the curved corner pieces. Take the cut outs to your stove, along with the stock corner pieces. Heat up the stove about half way, wait for it to get pretty hot.

Hold the Lense about 6" above the burner, and as SOON as it starts to go limp from the heat place it on the inside of the stock lense and press it to the shape of the stock lense. If it gets slightly disfigured do not panick, you can re-melt it and try again. The plastic doesn't get TOO hot, so you can mold it with your hands.


	



	
enlarge
 




Do this several times, using both the indside and outside of the stock lense to mold it, until you get a near perfect replica.

As with the other lenses, put it into the light fixture to see where you need to trim it down to fit. Even though it seems to be a perfect replica, there will be places you will have to trim down. Use the dremel to finish this off.

Repeat for the other side. (REMEMBER, the flat side of the lense goes OUT, not IN!)



-A set of complete clear lenses
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11) Back to the stock outer lense cover. Let's take that ugly red reflector out of there. To do this, take a small headed flat-head screw driver, to the SIDES of the reflector, and GENTLY(!!!!) pop it out, a little bit at a time. First do one side, then the other.

Use a wood chipper thingie to cut out the rest of the glued in red reflector bits, a razor blade might work as well. Don't worry about scratching the surface of the reflector holder bit.

12) Once again use the solder gun to cut the Bike reflectors down to size, centering them so that they will fit perfectly in the stock reflector location. Use the dremel to make it a perfect fit. Don't forget to chip off the bubbled up plastic that results from the cutting gun.

13) Put a bead of clear silicone RVT around the base of the reflector holder, and place the cut out reflector into it. Allow the materials to dry as per instructions, perhaps place a clamp on it to keep it steady.

14) We now return to the fixtures! Take all the masking tape off of the fixture, clean the bulb reflector lenses to a perfect shine, and admire the beauty of the chrome tails :-).

Our next step is to put the colored bulbs in the place of the stock plastic ones.

Put the beautiful clear lenses into the beautiful chrome fixture.

Now lets seal these babies back up! Use the silicone RVT to seal the outer lense back onto the fixture. Clamp it, and let it sit overnight in a warm area, or as per directions. 


Bolt the lights back in, and PIMP DA HOOD with your sweet, sweet new look!
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Additional clear lenses are available at J&S Graphics.
